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In rate of development and in rate of increase of output
the U.S.S.R. easily leads the way. Industry in capitalist
countries, after the crisis of 1929, had barely reached
103-5 per cent, of its 1929 level in 1937. Since then it has
suffered from a renewed economic crisis. Large-scale
industry in the U.S S.R. in 1937, on the other hand,
reached 428 per cent, of the 1929 level. Total industrial
production, heavy and small together, reached 371 per cent.

Again, in 1938, the output of the entire industry of the
U.S.S.R. increased by 412 per cent, of the 1929 level, and
in large-scale industry as much as 477 per cent.

In capitalist countries industrial production in 1938
declined by 13-5 per cent as against the preceding year,
dropping to 91 per cent, of the 1929 level.

Rate of growth is, then, the present outstanding feature of
Soviet production, and many considerations combine to
foster the belief that the rate will not decline.

But output per head of the population is another matter,
and here the U.S.S.R. has failed as yet to catch up with
England, Germany, the U.S.A., or other technically or
economically more highly developed capitalist lands.

In the words of Stalin, at the 18th Congress of the Party:
" In 1938 we produced about 15,000,000 tons of pig iron;
Great Britain produced 7,000,000 tons. It might seem that
we are better off than Great Britain. But if we divide this
number of tons by the number of population we shall find
that the output of pig iron per head of population in 1938
was 145 kilograms in Great Britain, and only 87 kilograms
in the U S.S.R. Or, further: in 1938 Great Britain pro-
duced 10,800,000 tons of steel and about 29,000,000,000
kilowatt hours of electricity, whereas the U.S.S.R. pro-
duced 18,000,000 tons of steel and over 39,000,000,000
kilowatt hours of electricity. It might seem we are better
off than Great Britain. But if we divide this number of
tons and kilowatt hours by the number of population we
shall find that in Great Britain the output of steel per head
of population was 226 kilograms and of electricity 620 kilo-
watt hours, whereas in the U.S.S.R. the output of steel per
head of population was only 107 kilograms, and of electricity
only 233 kilowatt hours.